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3.1 BASIC USE REGULATIONS

3.141

3.1.2

3.1.3

No structure, building or dwelling in any district shall be erected,
constructed, established, altered, repaired, enlarged or moved, and
no land shall be put to new use or shall be occupied except in
conformity with the requirements and conditions established by this
By-Law, as set forth in Section 3.4, Table One: Schedule of Use
Regulations, or as specifically regulated or provided otherwise under
other sections hereof.

When an activity may be classified under more than one use listed in
the Schedule of Use Regulations, the more specific classification
shall apply, and if equally specific, the more restrictive classification
shall govern.

Any use allowed shall be in conformity with all the density and
dimensional regulations and any other pertinent requirements of this
By-Law.

3.2 PROHIBITED USES

Any use not specifically listed herein or otherwise permitted in a district shall,
to the extent permitted by law, be prohibited, provided that:

3.21

3.2.2

In accordance with Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 40A, and
not withstanding any provisions to the contrary, this By-Law shall not
prohibit, regulate or restrict the use of land or structures for religious
purposes or educational purposes on land owned or leased by the
Commonwealth, or any of its agencies, subdivisions or bodies politic
or by a religious sect or denomination or by a nonprofit educational
corporation; provided, however, that such land or structures shall be
subject to reasonable regulations, concerning the bulk and height of
structures and determining yard sizes, lot area, setbacks, open
space, parking and building coverage requirements, in accordance
with the provisions of this By-Law.

This By-Law shall not prohibit, unreasonably regulate or require a
special permit for the use of land for the primary purpose of
agriculture, horticulture, floriculture or viticulture and shall not prohibit
or unreasonably regulate the expansion or reconstruction of existing
structures thereon for the primary purpose of agriculture, horticulture,
floriculture or viticulture except that all such activities may be limited
to parcels of more than five acres which are not zoned for agriculture,
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horticulture, floriculture or viticulture, nor shall provisions of this By-
Law exempt land or structures from floodplain or wetland regulations
established pursuant to general law.

3.3* NON-CONFORMING USES AND STRUCTURES

Any structure, building or use of a structure, building or land, lawfully existing
at the time of the adoption of this Zoning By-Law or any subsequent
amendment thereto which does not conform to the regulations thereof may be
continued but may not be changed or altered so as to increase or expand the
nonconformity except as may be specifically authorized by this section in
accordance with Chapter 40A, Section 6 of the General Laws. If such
nonconforming situation is abandoned or terminated, as set forth below, it
may not be resumed except in compliance with this By-Law.

3.3.1 Non-Conforming Uses

The Board of Appeals may authorize by special permit specified
changes, extensions or alterations to preexisting nonconforming uses
provided that no such change, extension or alteration shall be
allowed unless there is also a finding by the Board of Appeals that
such change, extension or alteration shall not be substantially more
detrimental than the existing nonconforming use to the neighborhood.

3.3.2 Non-Conforming Structures

The Board of Appeals may authorize by special permit specified
alterations,  structural changes, additions, extensions, or
reconstructions (collectively “alterations”) to preexisting
nonconforming structures provided that no such alteration shall be
allowed unless there is also a finding by the Board of Appeals that
such alteration shall not be substantially more detrimental than the
existing nonconforming structure to the neighborhood.

3.3.3 Non-Conforming Single and Two Family Residential Structures

A non-conforming single-family or two-family residential structure in a
Residential Zoning District may be altered, changed, added to,
extended, or reconstructed (collectively “alterations”) without a
proceeding before the Board of Appeals provided the Building
Commissioner determines that the proposed alteration (1) does not
constitute a change of use and (2) does not make the residential
structure more non-conforming. A proposed alteration to such
structure will not be considered more nonconforming and will be
allowed by building permit from the Building Commissioner under the
following circumstances:

A. Where the existing structure is located on a lot with insufficient
frontage and/or lot area, but the existing structure complies with
all current setback, building coverage and building height
requirements, and the proposed alteration will also comply with
all current setback, building coverage and building height
requirements.
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