
  

 

 

 Animal waste contains two main types of 
pollutants that harm local waters: 
nutrients and pathogens. When this 
waste ends up in water bodies, it 
decomposes, releasing nutrients that 
cause excessive growth of algae and 
weeds. This makes the water murky, 
green, smelly, and even unusable for 
swimming, boating, or fishing. 

 
 

 
   

Earth Day-Stormwater 
 

There is approximately 50 billion pieces of litter 

along the roadways and waterways.  That is 

approximately 152 pieces per person.  Nine out 

of 10 pieces found on the ground are less than 

four inches in size! That means cigarettes, 

which also top America's list of most littered 

things, have the longstanding distinction of 

being the most littered item on earth, with 

about 4.5 trillion cigarettes discarded each year 

worldwide. 

 

 

Stormwater can act as the 

ultimate vehicle for transferring 

litter from urban environments 

to seas. Waterway collection 

systems are becoming crucial to 

reduce the environmental 

damage caused by rubbish.  This 

specific type of pollution occurs 

when any type of precipitation 

(stormwater) runs over land, 

picks up trash and eventually 

deposits it into rivers, lakes, and 

oceans.  Capturing the litter 

early in the process greatly 

reduces environmental damage 



 

 

 

 

Put trash in its place, pick up pet waste, only rain in the 
drain.  Help save our planet and water ways. 

 

 


