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INTROODUCTION

Characteristically, MWilbrabham has been Knouwn as a rapidly growing

bedraoam community . In 18%6, it had a population of 4,88X, and because

at the tandency far people to mowve out of the city, the population

girew. It incre

zed elightv-five percent from 1256-1866, sixty-tuo
percent from 1S6R-1278, and than virtually stopped with an increase of

ane-half percent hetween 1376-1280,

The percent growth rate betwesn the Federal Cenzus count of 138
and the State Census of 19858 has net increased From the one-half

.

recent and in fact decreased by L8¥. There are, however, approximately

iy

(D

o
5668 students that are not included in the population of LWilbraham
hecause they attend szchoole cutside of the Touwn. I+ they were to be

imcluded im the census, the Town would show an actual increase of 32.6%

between the vears of 1386-10285,
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*No actual count was available, therefore the two figures given are estimates from:
(1) The State Department of Public Health (conservative estimate),
(2) The State Census Department (estimates until 1983)
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*Because approximately 500 students left Wilbraham for college, they could not be
included in the State Census count and the population appeared to decrease.
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LANDGUSE EVALUATION 8Tul'r

The increaze inm population stimulated the cownstruction of large,
cinagle family homzs on large parcels of land. There was little or no
develapment of small or moderately priced homes within the thirty year
pariod,

d apen

At prezaent, lamd in the Toewn iz being =old to developer:s an
iz being

space is hecoming scarcer. Farmland, the mozt valuable land
houaght and cleared for subdivizicans.

Because of development, existing farmland nas decreaszsed over one-
half since 1856, This haz resulted in & losz of Ffood and fiber
production capacity, scenic wistas, waluable wildlife habitat, and
sducational opportunity far the urban child.l



-

Farming in Hampden County
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Farming in Wilbraham
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The develapment of cpen space haz resulted in a lower amount of
qual ity land for rezidents to enjoy.

fBuality land, that which does not include wetlands, iz now hard to
find. Witk the recent burst of growth, consideration must be given o
protecting aauifer recharge areas, wetlands, and other wvaluable water

suppliss.

)

Land that can b uzed for parks and recreation and conservation
ar : should he purchased by the Town. Purchases should be made by the
Capnservation Commission,. the Recrezation Department or a Land Trust
Fund.

in the past,. land asauired by the Conservation Commission has
tended to he wellands or land in areas of the Town that iz net sasily
accessibhle to a2ll.

Land ziven ta the Town throush Cluster Zoning has tended
undevelopable andsor wetlands.

Gluster Zopning uses "special permitz authorizing cluster
development and, that apen land for cluster development shall be
canveved to the city or town and accepied by it for park and open
space use, or he copnveved to a nonprofit erganization, the
principal purpose of which is the conservation of open space, or
e conpveved to a corporation or trust ouned by the owners of lots
or residential units within the land.2

Ay coammizsicn that accepts land should be zure that the land is
zuited to generaxl puklic use {such as bordering on town land? or
sensitive natural areas. Provisions for access should ke included in
i e

deeds to the accepting caommissiaon.

THisz report gives a listing of all Town-cwnad properties, a
chronilonical chart of when the land was accepted or bouaht by the
town, evaluations af the land, recommendations for the land and alszao
suagestions for future acauisitions of land.
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STATISTICS
Town of Wilbrahams
Populatiaon?® j&,a53
l.and Areat FE.21 =2q.mi. 14,859 acres
Watertodies 253 acres

Murnicipally Quhed Propertys 1,685,986 acres

Breakdown of Town Property

Cluster Zoaning:

Land givern to the Tawn to remain as open space when a cluster
fousing subdivizion was built,

166,352 ac.

Local Schools:
Consists of seven huildings. The first three are preszently being
used zs public schaoolzs, the next three buildings are presently
heing used asi: the Senior Center: a Counszel ing Centeri: and a
private grammar schoel, The zeventh iz the old school building

which iz now the Children's Musaum.

138.878 ac.

Schacl Purpozes:t

Land +to be used as school ballfields and for school functions.

29,2828 ac.

FRegornal School s

_
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Pump ing Stations:®

i.56G8 ac.
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Benevalent:

Land uszed for nen-proefit organizatiens such as the Boey Scouts,
the Gramge, anhd the Masonic Building.

2.998 ac.

i

Punlic Cemetary:

S, 988 ac.

Tivil Detfense:

. 1686 ac.

Country Clubs

1v@. 198 ac.,

Landfillt

The present landfill is expected teo last until the vear 2000
because it was canverted into a brush dump.

flunicipal Land:

Land designated far municpal purposes andsour classified as such.

i

Baefers to public land parcels under the jurisdiction of the

Salectman's Qffice.

Paris
41.85%8 ac.

Conserwvatiaon lLands

Fublic land parcels under the jurisdiction of the Conservatian
Commizs ion.

855,

.
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Departments @

This is property that is cwned by individual departments within
the Town.

Firet 2.058 ac,
Highuway ddater 2.2858 ac.
Hizstarical Commniss ions 513 ac.
Hosinig Author ity 13,187 zac.
Liibirars: 6,548 ac.
Palice s . rof ac,
Seuwer Treatmant Flant: 24,4680 ac.
Town Hall: 4.318 ac.
blater i 4,842 ac.
TOTAL ¢ 59.432 ac.

Commonrkealth State:

includes the areass of the Mass Turnpike, land along the Chicopee
River , the State Game Farm, and MNine Mile Pond.d
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Acres Chronological Acquisition of Land
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Chronological Acquisition of Land

Acres
| 1980-1985
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Chronological Acquisition of Land
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Chronological Acquisition of Land
Local Schools

Acres -
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Chronological Acquisition of Land

Acres
‘ School Purposes
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A Chronological Acquisition of Land
cres

- Conservation
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Chronological Acquisition of Land
Parks
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Chronological Acquisition of Land

Acres
Benevolent
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130
1201

110
1001~

80—~
70+~
60

30

201

-

Chronological Acquisition of Land
| Cluster Zoning
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Chronological Acquisition of Land
Tax Title

29.
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- CURRENT QUALITY OF TOLIMN LAND#*

CONSERVATION LAND:
Positive
Collection points far drainagesrunoff
Same have signs/sign holders
Few have paths/trails
Tuo have fire ianeg

Some have signst

"Name" of area
Ne ParkKing - Fire Lane

Mator Yehicles Prohibited on Conservation Land

¥ Based upon site review of land betueen 188118985 and 18/25/1885.
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COMSERYATION LAND:

Megative

Excess of dead waod - fire hazard

Barhed wire 4fences aren't used - dangerous to children and
animals
Mo fire roads

Mot accezsible

Mo signs

Fallen trees blocKing access

Building materials dumpsd

Cement dumped alang edoes

Trazh partving materials dumped

Paaple have infringed upon the land.

Fire lanes blocked

Graze wmeeds $rom areas bave grown into the street.

Piles of grass clippings and tree branches

Seme culwverts blockKed

Boundriez not marikKsed

Rysted harraelz left to rot

Birt bkike paths

Signs mizsing

Culvert drainage paths not clear.

Mo paths

Woed % imber has been cut from the land



CRAMNE

CRAME

THREE

Uppar

LANIUSE EVALUATION STUDY 34,

SITE REVIEL OF COMNSERVATION LAND

HILL ROAD £ Tuelwve Mile Brook) 18-.85/785% ~ Entrances to the

area are lined with ztone wallzs. There ig much dead wood. It
zppears to ke a callectiaonpoint for runcff. Some of the treez are
iglandeaed. Cutcrops of rockKs abound. The high amount of dead wood
cauld prove to he a fire hazard. There are no fire roads. The
anils are darkK. A stone wall runs throughout the center of the
property. A barbed wire fence uszed ta run along the stone uwalls
but now iz lving along the side of the road.

HILL ROaD <Mill Pond) 18-85-.85 - MNorth of school ~ocuned property
Cthe bhallfislds).The area iz noet in bad shape. It is & densely
arawn area and could prove hard to open up. Might be better to
leavs in a "mnatural” state, and possibly clegan it up. There is &
clearing where a sign formerly huna. Suggsest & replacement for
it. Area near the railroad has a steep drop-off and is now
fenced: thiz zhould bhe maintained carefully.

RIVERS ROAD ¢ TowoKosz) 180.82%°85 - Lower piece, This piece haszs a
fire road and a szign that savs "ToweKos", but does not say that
it iz conservation property. The road is not accessible because
two trees are down, blocking the road.

ares = Mas a sian hut dees not appear to have an access voad. The
land seems %o be in $airly good conditien. There iz houever, no
place for wehicles to park, if reszidents wished to take advantage

POKERS ROAD 1678585 ~ 0Old fence and building materials have been

ARPLE

HOL LGl

Front

dumped herae. Beer bottlez: and trash are all over and there are
piles of arass and tree branches that have been dumped. There |
2 pile of cement that iz approximatelsy ten Jfeet long and three
faat Hiah that was deposited there. Approximately thirty feet
inte the area iz open water and trees asre islanded.

I

HILL BOosh 188585 - {odd numbered zide) Erook flows through the
property. People resziding at 3 fApple Hill Road should be notified
hecause it appears that they have infringed upon canservation
land. Froem the maps, their praperty lines go ztraight backK but
when looiKing at the property, it seems that they have extended
their property ta the left.

RoaD-PEAR ROAD 7 Sunrize Peak) - Back areald Fire lane is blocked
froem the road with boulders and s few logs. Further in, two trees
are down, kBlacking asccess to the fire lanme. Conzerwvation land is
blocked Fram the road by a bharbad wire fence. Overall, the land
is pice, undisturbed property with many white birches. The
boundries are not clear.

Q 5

areat This land is in the szame conditien as the rear of the land.
There iz one praoblem, & person would met Kmnow that this is indeed
conservation land hecauss there iz not ant =igns that mark the

_;' A

T OnT area .,
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BEMNMETT ROASDCMOMSOR BOAD { Thaver Brook) 167252585 -~ Upper areat Heawvily

Lowear

woonded and wet. Seems that many dead treez have fallen. Land
averall daoess wnot appear to be azbuzed. Culverts are clear. Lower
aroa seems To be a paoanding area.

areai Open meadow. There are sians alang the road that szay "o
Pariing". DNoes not appear to be teoo disturbed of an area. It
should have a sign. The weeds have started to grou along the side

.

of the raoadscurbing.

TIMaEHAM BOAD 16783485 - People to the left of the property seem to have

taken advantage of the land and have dumped leaves and graszs onto
the akutting side. Approximately thirty feset From the road, there
iz water. The trees are islanded. There is much dead wocod that
should be removed. The tress are surroeunded by a thichsrich
mucksso0il that is approximately 1' - 1 172" deep. bkould be nice
area i+ it wasz cleared-up. Culvert at the right end is half
Blacked with rockKs and debris. The right end seems to he a place
zh from the road,.

far throwing trs

MEIN STREET ¢ Bruuer Pond) 16/784..85% -« (Open water along Hunting Lane.

Dinininy

BMorth

Dead trees along the edge of the water showld ke removed. Feople
along the back of the property should ke informed that no dumping
iz allowed along the edses of conservation property. Boundries
zhould be marked to protect the rights of abutters. Back pond
should he dredged so0 that it coennects to the front pond. Inlet
sztream bed zhould be cleansd out,. Bridge leading to the bird
housae should be replaced becauvse parts of it are rotting. Culwert
taading to the Easzt zide is threes-quarters blocked. Stream bed
along the Morth zide iz blockKed with debriz and roucks. Branches
are still down along the cprpen arez near Main Street.

AMOLCSSOULE BOAR ( S8awmill Pond) 1882485 - boodland area is ok
hecauze it iz & dead-end street. There are only two piles of
leaves that have besan deposited there. Only a few houses are an

that street and they do not appear to be having an impact upon

the and.,

[

zide of Soule Road: Vehicle path leads inte the area. There is an
old pusted barrel to the right of the path. There appears to be a
jeep or dirt kiKe path that lsade intoc a "party” area near the
cepter of the land. It haszs the potential for development into &
nice pacsive recreational area. Along side aof the road, near the
entrance , there appears to be a place whare a zign might have

been.
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MAIN STREET (Pasky Sarpent) 1872485 - Mice piece of land. The
noerthern secticon is wooded. There iz not & lot of underbrush. The
praperty is bordered on the front side by a z2tone wall. It is
gxtremely hard to g9ain access inte the ares. There are not many
places availahle for paring. Houses bkordaring to the vight do
net seem to be takKing advantage and dumping trash, etc. onte the
1 arnd.

FOSHILL ROAD 181185 -~ Pine branches have bheen dropped by the culvert.

FPERSE

s

This aresn ssams to serve a: a catech bazin becauwse it iz wvery low
caompared to the zurrounding land. It iz a red maple swamp, with
slderse and low huszhes. The drainaze path shouwld be cleared.

STREET (0ld Spring Hill) 18711785 - Az vau enter, thare is &
zteep incline and a rusted trash can on the ledft. Paths lead
throughaut the area. Thers iz a larae autcrop of rockK, Behind the
outcroep, there are guite a Few downed trees. There is zome
evidence that tress have beegn cut and removed {one foot high
stumps 3. A1l things considered, it is & nice pilece of propertiy.

DELMORE AVERUE (lhite Cedar Swamp? 181185 - Baszsically wet. Feople are

throwing bruzh over the edge because there iz a drop. This area
iz a red maple swamp. Sedge grass borderz the edge, and it
appears to bhe a catch baszin. The ground water is now covered by a
heavy laver of leaves.

DIPPIMNG HOLE ROAD 1870885 - North sectiont Basically wetland in the

STOMNY

form of & wet meadow, and a red maple swamp. Across the street
there is a pile of boards and pine branchesz were left from the
storm CHurricane Gloriad. The culwart iz clear and leads into the
wet meadow. Tress by the edge of the road are down. People have
dumped stickssbrush and grass inte the area. There is a thick
brush cowver.

HILL ROAD < Hardweod Hill) 168,385 - Boundries are not clear
along the road. There appears to be an electrical fence that runs
horizantally into the area. Land is "spongy® and the trees are
islanded,

36.
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CURRENT GUARL ITTY OF TOWMN LAk

CLUSTER ZOMED LANDE

Poasz itive

Yaluable wetlands
Fine forests
Clear acpen water
Rescurce areas

Discharge areasscatch basins

¢HBaced upon site review of land bhetween 18701785 and 18725835,
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LA 2

Megative

Fies are nat markKed

arzs tent to overtake

nt building areas have ledt

hes and fallen trees ara

clippings were dumped
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a
“E
e
i

haz beoen dumped
weod = fire traps

& dumped
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SITE REVIEW OF CLUSTER ZOMED LAND

WINMTERRBERRY 108485 - Land should be marked off and abutters (lot #'s

13 & 15 should be notified that their lots do not connmect. Land
should he leveled and cleaned-up. There are piles of logs that
have heen placed there possibly due to the developmant of the
land., "Trash® from the subdivizion should be removed, the

boundr ies should be markKed or flagged.

BREMTIHMOOD 10,2485 ~ Parzon abutting to the left has cut the grass and

Mas parkKing a car on the land. There uwa
wae dumred there. The land leads into a &

it iz wet,

s lump of cemant that
tream therefare mest of

CAPTRIN Faal 186-.84/.85 ~ (Movth sided Culwert iz clear. There i & large

South

BLACKSMITHA-BELLOLS 18/,68-.8% ~ Culvert creates a streambed that was dry

BLAL

MARLEL

SO0D DRIVE: 1878385 - Gras

=X

area of open water. The trees are izlanded. There are a Ffau
cement blockKs that loek as if they were boundry markers. Overall,
the area iz ol.

side? Culwert iz partially blocked. There iz a sign that
states s "ERICY HWHITE CEDAR SWAMP - WILBRAHAM CONSERVATION
COMMISSION®, This sign was mizplaced. Undermneath the sisn there
is an old rusted zinkK., Guite & few trees have beapn blowun over and
the rocts are stickKing out of the ground. Area is very wet.

I

2 ite was vizited. It runs along the southeasterly side

a4t the land, then it swins: back across the rear of the proparty.

when the

To the laft of tha ditch thers iz a ping forest. Froem either
patural deterioraticon or fraom the storm {Hurricane Gloriald, there
are many branches dowun, and fallen treses. Alse there are many old
boards, graszs clippings tree cuttings and some trash that vas

depesited there.

SPTTH TG DIPPING HOLE RGAD - Culwert is hald blocked by
cedimernt. Yaricouws hbushes and trees {wetland species’ are grouing.
Definate avidencse of trail .. There are grass clippings that
e large s=ink holes. There are some nice
cspruce , then the area opens into a wet meadou.

weras dumsed and a f

s hasz been dumped. An edging .
appraximately 6 feet wide has been cut and is being maintained as
lawn along the =zide of the road. [t joins the two pieces of land
that abultz the Town's land.

39.
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PRIMROZSE LANE 16599853 - There

iz an expozed pipe here that hasz

approximately 3 feet ar § arpneath 1. Approsimately 1@

Ffaet of the pipe that iz expos e end of the pipe appears to

have brokan off and should be removed or replaced. RAbutters have
eliminated the right-of-wavy inta the area. It is seeded and heing

maintainesd a lawn.

4

OGO taral o858 ~ iz wet. The cuivert that

iz

under the stregat
stumps which forces the water to collect

somenbhat blockKed by
and poal and then drain. Left of the area are pines and alders.
The arc
x lat of dead wood.

and ts covered by a heavy carpet of pine peedlesz. There iz

Evigd of the circle: Path leading into the sresa is lined with grass
ztablished are

m

=lipm . The piles that

to encroach upon the wetlands. The culwert iz cle

eginning

bt the aresa szurrounding it contal beaer bottlesscans and the

the ador of a leach 4ield. There iz & clearing and it

-

collects water. There s an old rusted

it the ares

can and an old "§

5

BOMA IR TD DEEPLDGO

o

maint

= Thiz iz a graszy right-af-way that is

iz klockKed by boulders.

m

h

ained bud

ippings have been

5&0
[
163
iy
pa—

SOHLE ROAD 168185 MNorth side:s Trash and gr
dumped here. Trees are down and block

appears to

1

2. Furtihiaee dn it

o
3
i
i
i
i

South sidet Land iz
had it'z mouth
i o .

cction basin. The culvert has
pipe. O i

v
[0

[

S e

CEMTERNOOD 1661

to the poderlinas

paths that lead throdaghout the area.
. All alorng the paths are grass

and bkranches. There 1z some trash also,

al e

SOUTHWOOD 18-.81.-°85 - There are some dumpings of arass clippings and

traee hranchesz,. Otherwise,. the arsa i Gl

W

toe act as a oa

E’F 13
-
Fal
paiy

FEARL DRIVE 16781785 - ALl cland. FPrea appear
basin for the runcfd. Heawy lLitter of underbrush and deac

I

8
N
-
@
5]
i
.

40.
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field that hasz a line of

3.0 185 berthuwests - I0 is

4

LAEDD LARNE

imately 100 feet bahind the back line of the house

cn it

ape 18 kot any

For the initial 15

@ feet. There iz szoame

irn the Farm of beer cans

the hous

evidences

and pape

a guestion as to the

to the left appears to

TIpEHAM GLERM

tot limnes. The hous
the land far

e side of the road, and

sLar g ad Firewood. There is an

along

the land have takKen ow

aire approdimatels

~a maw lving therse. The land looks

ater 13 hle throughout,
the Front area aleang the

Bas

South end
praperty and

STOMY HILL ROAD

axcept bahi

2
approdimately 125 feeat,

road. The

AAYLANT STREET 16068185 - Pine forest. Mo traszh has bean dumped but it

have been depeositing raked lsg

aves ontoe tha

appears that

propar:

that have been

ide: There arse eamnant
TF

shauld be reamovad. i@ Farmerly held the

e removed also.
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CURRENT aUal ITY
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Ay TITLE Lakd: o1 ified
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LISTIMG OF TAX TITLE PROPERTY AS OF 1-831.86
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A activity focus must he setablished. The present use patterns .
the aceess to neighboring praperty, and the level of maintenance are
impaortant considerations alszso.

The manzoement method must be considered, whether it is reactive,
&

reaular maintenance oy improvement to the area in question.
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CLUSTER ZONING LAND

Where Cluster Zoning land is concerned, the first step to
‘consider is designating a specific department for the maintenance of
the land. At present, most of this land is wet and it may be wise to
transfer responsibility of the land to the Conservation Commission
through a written agreement. An example of thiz form of an agreement
was given on page 1@2 of the Environmental HandbooK for Massachusetts
Conservation Cormmiszions, 19385 edition, and follouws:

18.31 TRANSFER OF MUNICIPALLY OWNED LAND TO
CONSERVATION COMMISSION

The undersigned. being the board or officer having controt ot
the following property in the city/town (describe), hereby vote to
transfer to the Conservation Commission the care, custody.
management and control of said property (or, the portion
thereof shown on the attached sketch map). The Conservation
Commission will manage the property for conservation and
passive recreation in accordance with the Conservation Com-
mission Act. (G.L. Ch. 40, §8C) and will not make any -major
improvements or erect any structures without the permission of
the undersigned.

This transfer shall terminate (as of
or by mutual agreement of the undersigned and the Conserva-
tion Commission. or by thirty days’ written notice by either party
to the other).

Officer or majority of Board

1€ a trancfer of land is not acceptable, then there is the
passibility of "lending"” for use and maintenance. A definition of uhat
is meant by "lending" the land to another department is given on page
12 of the MACC Enwvironmental Hankbook and states:
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FUTURE LAND ACGUISITIONS
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