
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
MAY 1, 2000         ATTENDANCE: 
          Precinct A: 216 
          Precinct B: 211 
          Precinct C: 187 
          Precinct D: 220 
          Total ---------  834 
 
In accordance with the Warrant, as posted, the inhabitants of the Town of Wilbraham, qualified to vote 
in Town affairs, met in Minnechaug Regional High School.  At 7:20 PM the Moderator, Arthur F. 
Dionne, noted a quorum was present and called the meeting to order.  The meeting was delayed due to 
the large turnout of residents.  Town Clerk Beverly J. Litchfield then read the call of the meeting. 
The Pledge of Allegiance immediately followed this. 
 
The Moderator explained the process of the consent agenda.  The articles included in the consent 
agenda were then read, one at a time.  After each article the Moderator asked if there were any 
questions.  If there were none, he proceed with the next article. 
 
Articles passed by consent agenda were 1,2,3,8,10,11,12,25,26,27,28,30 & 34. 
 
At this time it was moved and seconded to recess the Annual Town Meeting to open the Special Town 
Meeting at 7:40 PM.  This passed by unanimous vote. 
 
The Moderator recognized that State Representative Gale Candaras was in the audience this evening.  
He offered a warm welcome to her. 
 
Just before reopening the Annual Town Meeting, the Moderator asked for a moment of silence in 
memory of Anna Tupper and James W. “Will” Pickett who passed away recently. 
 
The Annual Town Meeting was then reopened at 8:05 PM. 
 
ARTICLE 1.  Choosing Miscellaneous Officials: (Consent Agenda) Passing by unanimous vote that 
the following persons be elected to the indicated offices for the ensuing year: 
  Pound keeper    Gilles E. Turcotte 
  Surveyors of Lumber   Edward P. Lindsay Jr. & William H. Garvey 
  Measurers of Wood & Charcoal Stanley Gore & William H. Garvey 
  Field Drivers    Dorrance T. Green & John Garvey 
  Weighers of Grain   Alton McDonald & Jesse L. Rice 
 
ARTICLE 2.  Hearing Reports:  (Consent Agenda) Passing by unanimous vote that the Town 
accept the reports of all officers and committees as printed in the Annual Town Report. 
 
ARTICLE 3.  Parliamentary Procedures:  (Consent Agenda) Passing by unanimous vote that the 
Town accept special parliamentary procedures for the purpose of implementing the provisions of 
Chapter 580 of the Acts of 1980 (Proposition 2 ½), as amended, and as set forth in a document entitled 
“Article 3, Exhibit A,” on file with the Town Clerk. 



 
ARTICLE 4.  Overlay Reserve Fund:  Finance Committee Recommends.  Passing by unanimous 
vote that the Town appropriate $83,778 overlay funds certified as excess by the Board of Assessors 
pursuant to Section 25 of Chapter 59 of the Massachusetts General Laws to the FY 2001 Budget 420, 
Highway Expenses. 
 
ARTICLE 5.  Compensation for Elected Town Officials:  Finance Committee Recommends.  
Passing by a majority vote (2 opposed) that the Town fix the compensation for all elected Town 
Officers for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2000 and ending June 30, 2001 as follows: 
 
Assessor, Chairman, $2,638, Members, $2,390 each, per year; Town Clerk, $40,180 per year (all fees 
revert to the Town treasury; Moderator, $200 Annual Town Meeting, $50 Special Town Meeting; 
Selectmen, $3,581 per year, Chairman $4,179 per year; Tree Warden, $7,000 per year; Water 
Commissioners, $150 per year; Cemetery Commissioners, no salary; Library Trustees, no salary; 
Planning Board Members, no salary; Pound Keeper, Field Drivers, Weighers of Grain, Surveyors of 
Lumber, Measurers of Wood and Charcoal (all Town officers elected other than by official ballot), fees 
only, fixed by General Laws. 
 
ARTICLE 6.  Additional Compensation for Town Clerk Achieving “Certified Massachusetts 
Municipal Clerk” designation:  Finance Committee Recommends.  Passing by a majority vote (two 
opposed) that the Town accept Section 19K of Chapter 41 of the Massachusetts General Laws 
providing for additional compensation to the Town Clerk for attaining the status of “Certified 
Massachusetts Municipal Clerk,” to set such compensation at an amount equal to 10 percent of the 
Town Clerk’s regular annual compensation but not exceeding $1,000 per year and to discontinue such 
compensation should certification be discontinued or withdrawn. 
 
ARTICLE 7.  Additional Compensation for Treasurer-Collector Achieving “Certified 
Massachusetts Municipal Collector” or “Certified Massachusetts Municipal Treasurer” 
Designation:  Finance Committee Recommends.  Passing by a majority vote (two opposed) that the 
Town accept Section 108P of Chapter 41 of the Massachusetts General Laws providing for additional 
compensation to the Treasurer-Collector for attaining the status of either “Certified Massachusetts 
Municipal Collector” or “Certified Massachusetts Municipal Treasurer,” to set such compensation at 
an amount equal to 10 percent of the Treasurer-Collector’s regular annual compensation but not 
exceeding $1,000 per year, to provide additional compensation for either designation but not both and 
to discontinue such compensation should certification be discontinued or withdrawn. 
 
ARTICLE 8.  Reserve Fund: (Consent Agenda) Finance Committee Recommends. Passing by 
unanimous vote that the Town raise or appropriate from Free Cash ($83,600) and available funds 
($100,000), the sum of $183,600 for a Fiscal Year 2001 Reserve Fund. 
 
ARTICLE 9.  Water Division Reserve Fund:  Finance Committee Recommends.  Passing by a 
majority vote that the Town raise or appropriate from water receipts the sum of $50,000 or any other 
sum, for a Fiscal Year 2001 Water Division Reserve Fund. 



ARTICLE 10.  Receipts Reserved for Appropriation for Ambulance: (Consent Agenda) Finance 
Committee Recommends.  Passing by unanimous vote that the Town appropriate $190,749 from 
Receipts Reserved for Appropriation for Ambulance to Ambulance personal services and operating 
costs, pursuant to Section 5 of Chapter 40 of the Massachusetts General Laws. 
 
ARTICLE 11.  Receipts Reserved for Appropriation for Ambulance: (Consent Agenda) Finance 
Committee Recommends.  Passing by unanimous vote that the Town appropriate $35,000 from 
Receipts Reserved for Appropriation for Ambulance to be held in a depreciation account for vehicle 
and equipment replacement pursuant to Section 5 of Chapter 40 of the Massachusetts General Laws. 
 
ARTICLE 12. Receipts Reserved for Appropriation for Cemeteries: (Consent Agenda) Finance 
Committee Recommends.  Passing by unanimous vote that the Town appropriate $11,000 from 
Receipts Reserved for Appropriation for Cemeteries to Cemetery operating costs, pursuant to Section 5 
of Chapter 40 and Section 16 of Chapter 114 of the Massachusetts General Laws. 
 
ARTICLE 13.  Conservation Fund: Finance Committee Recommends.  Passing by a majority vote 
that the Town raise and appropriate $7,000 to the Conservation Fund for open space acquisition, in 
accordance with Section 8C of Chapter 40 of the Massachusetts General Laws. 
 
ARTICLE 14.  Budget Appropriations:  Finance Committee Recommends.  Passing by a majority 
vote that the Town accept the report of the Finance Committee and appropriate the sum of $22,081,353 
to cover the necessary capital expenditures and operating expenses of the Town for Fiscal Year 2001 
(July 1, 2000 to June 30, 2001) per appropriations listed separately and incorporate herein by 
reference, and to provide said appropriations as follows: 
 
Transfer from:  Water Receipts   $1,029,305 
  to: Water Enterprise Fund 
 
  from: Solid Waste Receipts   $ 258,708 
  to: Solid Waste Enterprise Fund 
 
  from: Sewer Receipts   $ 437,601 
  to: Sewer Enterprise Fund 
 
  from: Offset Receipts   $   18,000 
  to: Dog Officer Expenses 
 
  from: Federal Crime Bill Grant  $   74,369 
  to: Police Salaries 
 
Amount of Certified Free Cash Required for FY 2001 Municipal Appropriations:  $408,167 
 
Finance Committee Chairman Greg Gale gave a presentation.  A special note of thanks was extended 
to William Fogarty, Town Administrator, and Nancy Johnson, Assistant Town Accountant, for all of 
their help and support. 
 



It was explained that approximately 52% of the Town’s budget goes to supporting the school system.  
A question & answer period followed.  One resident noted that there was a mixed age group in 
attendance this evening and some were even on fixed incomes.  He thought there should be an 
explanation given concerning the past five (5) annual budgets.  He thought that the increases this year 
were quite substantial. 
 
Line item budget for article 14 was read.  Upon reaching budget 301 (Regional School Assessment) a 
presentation was given by School Committee member Paula Tingle.  Members of the Committee were 
introduced and special credit was given to Cassie Welch for putting together the presentation being 
given tonight.  The Principals of the school system were also introduced.  This included the 
Superintendent’s office staff.  Mrs. Tingle explained the proposed budget, explained its changes and 
what they would affect.  She also explained what would be covered with the override amount.  A 
question and answer period followed. After discussing budget 301 they proceeded with the rest of the 
line items.  Explanations were asked for concerning all non-recurring expenses mentioned in certain 
budgets.  An explanation was given.  
 
At 10:10 PM the Moderator asked for a consensus of those in attendance on whether to proceed 
through Article 16 before adjourning the meeting until Tuesday, May 2nd or continue the meeting on 
Tuesday, May 2nd after completing Article 15.  Those in attendance wanted to complete Article 16 
before recessing for the evening.  The Moderator agreed and the meeting continued. 
  
ARTICLE 15.  Appropriation Contingent on Levy Limit Override: Finance Committee 
Recommends.  Passing by a majority vote that the Town appropriate the sum of $681,697 from real 
estate and personal property taxes for the purpose of funding a portion of the Hampden-Wilbraham 
Regional School assessment contingent on passage of a levy limit override as provided in Section 
21C(g) of Chapter 59 of the Massachusetts General Laws. 
 
Selectman Chairman Kevin Moriarty gave an explanation.  Mr. Flannery asked how much of the 
$681,697 would be used to make kindergarten fulltime.  There was not an exact answer for him.  He 
then proposed an amendment to Article 15, which was to amend article 15 by reducing the sum of 
$681,697 by the amount attributed to the cost of increasing the half-day kindergarten to a full day 
kindergarten.  There was a second.  A discussion period followed this proposed amendment.  When it 
came to vote on the amendment, Mr. Flannery withdrew his amendment before the vote.  This action 
was then seconded. 
 
ARTICLE 16.  Zoning By-law Amendment: Planning Board Recommends.  Requiring a 2/3rd vote 
to pass, declared passed by the 2/3rd vote by the Moderator that the Town amend the Wilbraham 
Zoning By-law by rezoning from General Business (G.B.), Residential-34 (R-34) and Residential-26 
(R-26) to Adult Care Facility (ACF) a parcel of land containing approximately 72.74 acres located at 
2301 Boston Road and 19 Brainard Road (Lot 15), as more particularly described in a plan on file with 
the Town Clerk entitled “Article 16, Exhibit A”. 
 
Planning Board Chairman Richard Butler gave a presentation concerning this article.  Next Mr. 
Galanek from American Inn Development was asked to speak.  He was given five minutes by the 
Moderator to explain what could possibly happen if the zone change is approved.  Mrs. Mary Irla 



stated a point of order.  She noted that Mr. Galanek is not a registered voter in Wilbraham.  He is 
actually a developer who is interested in this property.  The Moderator still allowed him to speak. 
 
Mr. Galanek provided a slide presentation of a facility in Southwick.  Following this presentation, 
Mary Irla, an abutter to this property, came forward to address the audience.  She gave a prepared 
presentation against this article and asked those present to vote against it also. 
 
Chairman Butler responded to her concerns as best as he could.  He did apologize for not informing the 
abutters sooner. 
 
Mr. Melikian spoke for his family who own the property.  He stated that his family was seeking the 
zone change and that they have no obligations to any developer.  More discussion followed.  It was 
noted that there were many unanswered questions and concerns. 
 
After the Moderator noted that 5-for and 5-against had spoken on the article, he proceeded to the vote. 
 
A motion was made to reconsider the article.  It was seconded.  The motion to reconsider was voted 
down. 
 
The meeting recessed at 11:52 PM until May 2nd at 7:00 PM here at Minnechaugh Regional High 
School to continue on the articles that were not taken up on May 1st. 
 
The motion to recess passed by unanimous vote. 
 
 
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING – SECOND SESSION   ATTENDANCE: 
MAY 2, 2000         Precinct A: 30 
          Precinct B: 53 
          Precinct C: 43 
          Precinct D: 50 
          TOTAL ----- 176 
 
The Annual Town Meeting reconvened at 7:05 PM on May 2, 2000 at Minnechaug Regional High 
School.  Town Moderator Arthur F. Dionne noted a quorum was present and called the meeting to 
order. 
 
ARTICLE 17.  Appropriation for Study Related to Public Safety Complex: Finance Committee 
Recommends.  Passing by unanimous vote that the Town appropriate the sum of $25,000 from 
available funds for consulting services related to development of a proposal for a public safety facility. 
 
Mr. Rigney from the Public Safety Complex Committee concerning the history of Police, Fire, 
Medical and Dispatch made a presentation. 
 
First recommended site is the lower ball field at Memorial School.  The second site is at Faculty and 
Springfield St. but here we lose sewers. 
 



A question and answer period followed the presentation.  Donald Flannery made a motion to amend 
the original article but there was no second.  Motion was not accepted.  His motion was to add “to 
include a study of the feasibility of renovating, remodeling, making alterations and additions to the 
existing Police Station and two Fire Stations” at the end of the original article. 
 
ARTICLE 18.  Appropriation for Assisted Living: Finance Committee Recommends.  Passing by a 
majority vote that the Town appropriate the sum of $5,000 from available funds as a local contribution 
in support of an assisted living complex proposed for development by the Wilbraham Housing 
Authority. 
 
ARTICLE 19.  Waste Water Enterprise Fund Retained Earnings:  Finance Committee 
Recommends.  Passing by unanimous vote that the Town appropriate the sum of $28,641 from 
available funds in the Waste Water Enterprise Fund retained earnings account for the purpose of 
funding studies in support of expansion of the town’s sewer capacity. 
 
ARTICLE 20.  Water Enterprise Fund Retained Earnings: Finance Committee Recommends.  
Passing by unanimous vote that the Town appropriate the sum of $31,000 from available funds in the 
Water Enterprise Fund retained earnings account for the purpose of purchasing a truck. 
 
ARTICLE 21.  Water Enterprise Fund Retained Earnings:  Finance Committee Recommends.  
Passing by unanimous vote that the Town appropriate the sum of $11,294 from available funds in the 
Water Enterprise Fund retained earnings account for the purpose of funding water exploration and 
water system repairs and improvements, as approved by the Board of Water Commissioners. 
 
Marjorie Pessolano raised a question of concern about the possibility of having a water tower at the 
location of the Boy Scout Camp on Stony Hill Rd.  Ed Miga, DPW Director, assured her that there 
would be no tower. 
 
ARTICLE 22.  Solid Waste Enterprise Fund Retained Earnings:  Finance Committee 
Recommends.  Passing by unanimous vote that the Town appropriate the sum of $25,000 from 
available funds in the Solid Waste Enterprise Fund retained earnings account for the purpose of 
complying with environmental requirements of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts relative to the 
former Town landfill site. 
 
ARTICLE 23.  Solid Waste Enterprise Fund Retained Earnings:  Finance Committee 
Recommends.  Passing by unanimous vote that the Town appropriate the sum of $196,000 from 
available funds in the Solid Waste Enterprise Fund retained earnings account for the purpose of 
funding solid waste disposal operating expenses. 
 
ARTICLE 24.  Authorization to Borrow for Capital Outlays: Finance Committee Recommends.  
Requiring a 2/3rd vote, passing by unanimous vote that the Town borrow a sum not to exceed $803,000 
for the following purposes: 
 

 In accordance with Section 7 (9) of Chapter 44 of the Massachusetts General Laws for the 
cost of departmental equipment, $130,000; 



 In accordance with Section 7 (3A) of Chapter 44 of the Massachusetts General Laws for 
remodeling, reconstructing or making extraordinary repairs to public buildings owned by 
the Town, $673,000. 

 
Capital Planning Chairman Bob Quintin made a presentation.  He introduced the members of the 
committee and gave a special thanks to Treasurer-Collector Tom Sullivan, Asst. Town Accountant 
Nancy Johnson and Building Inspector Lance Trevallion for all of their support and efforts.  He also 
thanked the Board of Selectmen, stating they are a great board to work with. 
 
 
ARTICLE 25.  Chapter 90 Anticipation Borrowing: (Consent Agenda) Finance Committee 
Recommends.  Passing by unanimous vote that the Town authorize the Treasurer, with the approval of 
the Board of Selectmen, to borrow $259,104 in anticipation of state receipts pursuant to Section 4 of 
Chapter 44 of the Massachusetts General Laws, for uses specified in Section 6A and Section 7, 
Subsections 5 and 6 of Chapter 44 of the Massachusetts General Laws, said money representing 
allotment for Chapter 90 road construction, reimbursement from the state to be used to retire such debt. 
 
ARTICLE 26.  Council on Aging Revolving Fund: (Consent Agenda) Finance Committee 
Recommends.  Passing by unanimous vote that the Town reauthorize a revolving fund under the 
Council on Aging and transfer the balance from the FY 2000 revolving fund to the FY 2001 revolving 
fund in accordance with Section 53 E ½ of Chapter 44 of the Massachusetts General Laws.  Receipts 
shall be credited into said fund from the following sources:  (1) Donations from individuals, 
organizations and events.  (2) Allowance from the Senior Network.  (3) Memorial donations.  (4) Fees 
for classes, trips and programs.  Expenditures authorized by the Director of Elder Affairs, not 
exceeding a total of $10,000 in FY 2001, may be made for the following purposes:  (1) Payment of 
costs connected with programs and events.  (2) Repair and maintenance of equipment and furnishings.  
(3) Purchase of memorials and volunteer recognition.  (4) Fees for instructors and classes.  The balance 
in the revolving fund shall not exceed $10,000. 
 
ARTICLE 27.  Compost Bin Revolving Fund: (Consent Agenda) Finance Committee 
Recommends.  Passing by unanimous vote that the Town reauthorize a revolving Home Composting 
Bin Account in accordance in Section 53 E ½ of Chapter 44 of the Massachusetts General Laws in 
order to place revenue collected from the sale of compost bins which shall be used to purchase 
additional compost bins, and transfer the balance of the FY 2000 revolving fund to the FY 2001 
revolving fund.  Expenditures authorized by the Recycling Coordinator, not exceeding a total of 
$5,000 in FY 2001, may be made for the purchase of additional composting bins for resale to town 
residents.  The balance in the revolving account shall not exceed $5,000. 
 
ARTICLE 28.  Cemetery Revolving Fund: (Consent Agenda) Finance Committee Recommends.  
Passing by unanimous vote that the Town reauthorize a revolving Cemetery Account in accordance 
with Section 53 E ½ of Chapter 44 of the Massachusetts General Laws in order to place revenue 
collected from the sale of boundary markers, foundations, numbered lot markers, and for opening and 
closing graves, which shall be used to purchase boundary markers, foundations, numbered lot markers, 
and to open and close graves, and transfer the balance from the FY 2000 revolving fund to the FY 
2001 revolving fund.  Expenditures authorized by the Cemetery Commission, not exceeding a total of 



$20,000 in FY 2001, may be made to purchase boundary markers, foundations, numbered lot markers, 
and to open and close graves.  The balance in the revolving account shall not exceed $20,000. 
 
ARTICLE 29.  Police Extra Duty Detail Revolving Fund: Finance Committee Recommends.  
Passing by unanimous vote that the Town authorize a revolving Police Extra Duty Detail Account and 
appropriate $15,000 from available funds to said account.  Additional receipts shall be credited into 
said account from revenue collected from the use of police extra duty details.  Expenditures authorized 
by the Chief of Police may be made to pay police officers who provide service and town administrative 
costs in accordance with Section 53C of Chapter 44 of the Massachusetts General Laws. 
 
ARTICLE 30.  Authorization to Dispose of Surplus Equipment: (Consent Agenda) Passing by 
unanimous vote that the Town authorize and empower the Board of Selectmen on behalf of the Town 
to sell, transfer, or otherwise dispose of damaged, obsolete, or unneeded tangible personal property or 
equipment owned by the Town. 
 
ARTICLE 31.  Authorization to Enter Into Lease/Purchase Agreements: Finance Committee 
Recommends.  Passing by unanimous vote that the Town authorize the Board of Selectmen to make 
contracts for the lease, with option to purchase, of various municipal equipment, subject to annual 
appropriation, if in the opinion of the Board it is in the best interests of the Town.  The Board of 
Selectmen shall identify within its budget submission to the Finance Committee, any contract for the 
lease with an option to purchase. 
 
ARTICLE 32.  Soliciting By-law: A motion to “Move No Action” passed by a majority vote. 
 
ARTICLE 33.  Demolition Delay (Petitioned Article) A motion to refer this article back to 
committee and be brought back up at another time passed by a majority vote concerning this 
article. 
 
Historical Commission member Richard Howell made an amendment to replace the original article on 
file with a new submission.  It would replace the 1st in its entirety.  He said it was basically the same 
article with just a few minor changes.  He explained the changes and a question/answer period 
followed.  The vote on the amendment passed by a majority vote.  The amendment now became the 
final article.  The new article was read in its entirety.  More questions and answers followed.  Richard 
Howell, Attorney Michael Hassett, and Cemetery Commissioner J. Bruce Tingle gave explanations.  
After all was said and done, a motion was made by Mr. Burke to refer this article back to committee 
for further study and be brought back at another time.  This was seconded and passed by a majority 
vote. 
 
ARTICLE 34.  Acceptance of Deeds: (Consent Agenda) Requiring a 2/3rd vote, passing by 
unanimous vote that the Town accept such deeds of land to the Town as filed by the Board of 
Selectmen in a document entitled “Article 43, Exhibit A,” with the Town Clerk and also recorded at 
the Hampden County Registry of Deeds or the Land Court since the date of the last Annual Town 
Meeting. 
 
ARTICLE 35.  Acceptance of Public Ways: Amended motion passes by unanimous vote that the 
Town accept as public ways, pursuant to a layout filed by the Board of Selectmen with the Town 



Clerk, all or portions of the following streets:  Amy Lane, Briar Cliff Drive, Eliot Lane, Highview 
Circle, Overlook Drive, Powers Drive, Red Gap Road, Shirley Street, Stirrup Lane, Surrey Lane, 
Victoria Court, Victoria Lane, Wagon Drive, and Warren Road. 
 
A motion was made by Mrs. Litera from 14 Hitchcock Road, to delete Hitchcock Road from the 
original motion.  The motion was then seconded.  She explained her reasoning and the amendment 
passed by a majority vote.  Hitchcock Road was then removed from the final motion to be voted on. 
 
ARTICLE 36.  Hoover Park: Passing by unanimous vote that the Town acquire by gift the parcel of 
land situated at or near the intersection of Springfield Street and Faculty Street, Wilbraham, owned by 
Ralph Carlson and Kari Carlson Belcastro and depicted as “Parcel 2-B” on a plan of land entitled “Plan 
of Land Springfield and Faculty Streets, Wilbraham, Mass., Owned by Kari E. Belcastro and Ralph E. 
Carlson, Prepared for the Town of Wilbraham” prepared by Smith Associates Surveyors, Inc., dated 
March 2000 and on file with the Town Clerk. 
 
An explanation was given concerning this article.  Land was to go to open space.  Mr. Nemphos from 
177 Springfield St. spoke against this article. 
 
ARTICLE 37.  Termination of Easements: Requiring a 2/3rd vote, passing by unanimous vote that 
the Town terminate and discontinue a right of way easement consisting of approximately 3,501 square 
feet on land of Thomas L. & Laura L. Bretta, known as Lot 10A, Oak Hollow Estates Subdivision – 
Phase I, located at 14 Victoria Lane and consisting of approximately 2,097 square feet on land of 
Shawn M. & Nancy B. Caric, known as Lot 16A, Oak Hollow Estates Subdivision – Phase I, located at 
19 Victoria Lane as shown on a plan on file in the Hampden County Registry of Deeds Book 308, Page 
64. 
 
ARTICLE 38.  Zoning By-law Amendment: Requiring a 2/3rd vote, the amended article passed by a 
declared 2/3rd vote by the Moderator that the Town amend the Wilbraham Zoning By-law in a 
comprehensive manner, as set forth in a document entitled ”Article 38, Exhibit A – Zoning By-law of 
the Town of Wilbraham, 2000 Revision” and as amended on file with the Town Clerk. 
 
Planning Board Member James McEathron explained the article to be voted on.  He went over change 
highlights. 
 
Mr. Timpson made an amendment to the article deleting 3.4.5.17 – line 4- following “window service 
is prohibited” by deleting the balance of the sentence.  This was seconded.  Amendment passed by a 
majority vote. 
 
Mr. Timpson then moved an amendment concerning 12.7.4 (Boston Road Corridor Enhancement 
Signs).  He wanted sections A,B,C,&D removed.  It was seconded but the amendment failed to pass by 
a majority. 
 
The Moderator declared the vote on the main amended article passed by 2/3rd vote. 
 
ARTICLE 39.  Zoning By-law Amendment: Planning Board Recommends.  Amended motion 
declared passed by 2/3rd vote by Moderator that the Town amend the Wilbraham Zoning By-laws as 



amended and set forth in a document entitled “Article 39”, Exhibit A – Off Premise Sign Regulations” 
on file with the Town Clerk. 
 
A motion to amend the original document was made and seconded to delete section A in its entirety 
and insert new language.  New language would be: 
 “The size and design of the sign shall 

1. Not exceed 36 inches in total width; 
2. Not exceed 24 inches in total height; 
3. Not exceed 7 feet in entire height if placed on a single pole; 
4. Not exceed 42 inches in entire height if placed close to the ground on double 

poles; 
5. Be set back 10 feet from the edge of the traveled way; 
6. Shall be consistent with the character of the surrounding area. 
 

Also new language at C.  Add #5.  New language would be: 
 “5.  A petition signed by a majority of the businesses who would benefit from such an 
identification sign, who have agreed on the name to be designated on the sign, and who agree to 
maintain the sign in proper order.  The petition shall be on file with the Town Clerk prior to the 
public hearing for the Special Permit. 
 
The vote on the amendment passed by a majority vote.  The vote on the amended main article passed 
by a declared 2/3rd vote by the Moderator. 
 
ARTICLE 40.  Banners Identifying Boston Road Corridor:  A motion to “move no action” passed 
by a majority vote. 
 
ARTICLE 41.  Adjournment of Annual Town Meeting:  Passing by a unanimous vote that the 
Town adjourn the Annual Town Meeting until 8:30 AM, Saturday, May 6, 2000, at the Wilbraham 
Community Center, Precinct A; Minnechaug Regional High School, Precinct B; Memorial School, 
Precinct C; or Soule Road School, Precinct D; when the Annual Town Elections will be held, polls 
closing at 6:30 PM.  Meeting adjourned at 10:30PM. 
 
 
        Attest:  Beverly J. Litchfield, CMC 
         Town Clerk 



 
 
        September 8, 2000 
 

TOWN BULLETIN 
 
Boston, Massachusetts 
 
The foregoing amendments to the town by-laws adopted under Articles 16 & 39 of the warrant for the 
Wilbraham town meeting that convened on May 1, 2000, and the map pertaining to Article 16 are 
hereby approved. 
 
Amendments to the town by-laws adopted under Article 38 are hereby approved except as stipulated 
by this office. 
 
       Thomas F. Reilly 
       Attorney General 
 
September 7, 2000     Kelli E. Lawrence 
       Assistant Attorney General 
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